















































































































































































































































caution could have been written in the spring of 2013 during the height

of the DWM controversy:

They did what they were told to do and what their leaders
thought was necessary and right, but they were dishonored
for doing it, and it is suddenly suggested (what else can the
dishonor mean?) that what was necessary and right was also
wrong...

It amounts to this: that a nation fighting a just war, when it
is desperate and survival itself is at risk, must use
unscrupulous or morally ignorant soldiers; and as soon as
their usefulness is past, it must disown them.

[ would rather say something else: that decent men and
women, hard-pressed in war, must sometimes do terrible
things, and then they themselves have to look for some way
to reaffirm the values they have overthrown.

But the first statement is probably the more realistic one...°

On February 26, 2013, nearly seventy years to the date after the
raid on Dresden, the Ministry of Defense in Great Britain quietly unveiled
a new device — not a medal - to recognize the men of Bomber Command.
The few surviving veterans that were eligible for the award saw it for
what it was: society trying to reconcile the immorality of what it had
asked these men to do during the war. One of the remaining survivors,
George “Johny” Johnson, 91, said, “If they were going to recognize us
properly, I think it should have been a medal, not a clasp [device].””

Today, the honoring of drone and cyber operators is a moral
imperative. While American strategic culture may wish to reject the

difficult realities of modern warfare, it cannot afford to do so. These

6 Walzer, Just and Unjust Wars, 325-326.

7 Jasper Copping, “Bomber Command veterans boycotting ‘insulting’
award,” The Telegraph, (TMay 2013), http:/ /www.telegraph.co.uk/
history/britain-at-war/ 10064299 /Bomber-Command-veterans-
boycotting-insulting-award.html
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operators are being asked to fight the nation’s wars. How can society ask
a service member to kill while simultaneously conveying that their act of
killing does not constitute “real war?” Doing so places the full weight of
the moral burden on the back of the service member, turning our

surrogate soldiers into nothing more than moral scapegoats.
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